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(1) It is often possible to make known what one wants and what he
is thinking about by means of gestures, without the use of words, and
it may be that men talked by signs before they used spoken language.

There are many gestures which are still used to express ideas and
which almost everybody understands. When one shakes his head on
being asked a question we understand that he means "no," just as well
as if he had spoken the word. Similarly if he nods in response to a
question we understand that he means "yes." But besides (2)these
two simple forms of answering a question we may express a great
many other ideas by signs. (3)Putting the first finger to the lips when
someone is talking means "keep quiet" just as clearly as if these words
were spoken aloud.
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(1)It is often possible to make known what one wants and what he is thinking about by means of gestures,
without the use of words, and it may be that men talked by signs before they used spoken language.
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(2)There are many gestures which are still used to express ideas and which almost everybody understands.
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(3)When one shakes his head on being asked a question we understand that he means "no," just as well as
if he had spoken the word.
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(4)Similarly if he nods in response to a question we understand that he means "yes."
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(5)But besides these two simple forms of answering a question we may express a great many other ideas by
signs.
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(6)Putting the first finger to the lips when someone is talking means "keep quiet" just as clearly as if these

words were spoken aloud.
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